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"American Psycho" Film Homicide Analysis
	The "American Psycho" was released in 2000, featuring Patrick Bateman as the protagonist. The film describes obscene violence, and repetitively depicts the main street fashion of the 1980s. Bateman is the film's psycho working on Wall Street. As a prominent businessman, Bateman is actively involved in business meetings and regularly visits restaurants in the upmarket. Bateman is meticulously concerned about his health and cleanliness, whereby he undertakes numerous exercises and uses beauty products every morning (Liktor, 2016). He is also obsessed with expensive items such as dining experiences, shoes, and clothing. On his negative side, he is engaged in committing murder and rape on numerous occasions. He is a sadist and filled with anger. He utilizes his sadistic desire towards enacting his twisted and violent fantasies on others, particularly the people whom he considers to lack value such as the homeless and prostitutes. As the "American Psycho", Bateman seeks to take the viewers through what goes on in his dark parts of the mind as well as his entire life. His addictions to violence, sex, and drugs grow as the film progresses, and viewers are able to follow his behaviors depicting insanity, hallucination, and torture. 
Type of Homicide Committed by Bateman
	The type of homicide that Bateman is involved in is murdering people and raping women. He exhibits a bullish behavior on diverse occasions. He insults people and threatens to kill them without a second thought. At the beginning of the film, Bateman visits an ATM machine intending to withdraw cash. As he was in the process of transacting, the machine sends a command that he feeds it a stray cat. Surprisingly, Bateman is not having any issue with the command, and he is more than ready to kill a kitten nearby. However, a freaked out woman interrupts him before he could shoot the kitten. Unfortunately for her, she becomes Bateman's first victim in the film; he kills her in cold blood (Heise, 2011). The death of the woman attracts attention in the environment whereby he is chased by the police. During the shootout, Bateman escapes unscratched but ends up killing at least two police officers. The night reveals how violent and psychotic Bateman could get.
	After escaping the police, Bateman enters a building. With his psychotic behavior and probably lacking no intentions of leaving any witnesses for the crimes he had already committed, Bateman kills the building's security guard as well as the janitor. He enters his office at Pierce & Pierce building. At this time, police are looking for him even using helicopters. He hides under the table and is quite tremendously worried about his fate due to his murderous actions and killings (Heise, 2011). Bateman surely has a mental health condition as he cannot even remember the number of people he has killed. He tells his lawyer that he has perpetrated to the killings of between 20 and 40 innocent souls (Heise, 2011). He is sure that it will be hard for him to get away with it. 
	Undoubtedly, Bateman is the film's psychopath. The clearest attribute about Bateman is that his actions well beyond psychological normalcy confines. In the second scene, the tendencies of a psychopath are clearly evidenced when he goes to a bar and insults the bartender telling her that she is ugly (Liktor, 2016). Worse off, he tells her that he would stab her, then playing around with her blood just because the bar did not accept the usage of credit cards. His verbal behavior is one of a true psychopath, and it is largely manifested in the film. At some point, he tells a model that his work is majorly in "murders and executions," whereas he works mostly in "mergers and acquisitions" (Heise, 2011). When he is conversing with his fiancée, Bateman blatantly admits that it is impossible to correct his large-scale homicidal behavior. However, he reiterates that there is no other way he can engage towards fulfilling his needs as he draws a picture of a lady he had murdered using a chainsaw. 
	From Bateman's actions throughout the film, it may be argued that his homicidal behavior involves killings and raping prostitutes. He does not hesitate to kill and does so without having a second thought. However, what the American Psycho reveals that Bateman might never have killed anyone and that his homicidal actions may have actually taken place in his psychologically disturbed mind (Nystrand, 2010). The film portrays significant ambiguity. However, there is significant evidence that Bateman has a significant disconnection with reality, and he tends to pick cues regarding his behavior from his environment. This attribute contributes to his belief that reservations, money, as well as image form his ultimate objectives in life (Nystrand, 2010). Bateman also holds the belief that those associated with an individual play an integral role in defining who they are. His increased drug use compounded with the megalomania complex makes him unsatisfied perpetually. 
Cause of Bateman's Offending
	From Bateman's thoughts and behaviors, it can be argued that he exhibits a comorbid presentation of schizotypal and borderline personality disorders. The schizotypal behavior by Bateman can be evidenced through his pervasive aspects like repetition and attention to detail. Every morning, Bateman has established a routine involving diet, fitness, and cleaning practices (Nystrand, 2010). Attention to detail is depicted through the use of specific products and brand names. Behavior displays such as self-perception and affective expression provide a confirmation that Bateman indeed has a schizotypal personality disorder. He also portrays a lack of fluency of speech, and commonly utilized the language of product reviews, press releases, and actual descriptions of catalogues as a way of filling gaps in his conversations. 
	Bateman also faces significant challenges when trying to interact with other people. His form of interpersonal interactions can be termed as almost lifeless or flat. He is unable to clearly recognize his questionable behaviors, which, undoubtedly, reveals the nature of his schizotypal interactions. With the description for schizotypal behavior describing his public behavior, a close examination of his violent and private life is a clear indication that he also has the borderline personality disorder (Chaib & Ghaleb, 2017). Bateman's primary characteristic is that he lacks ego. This can be evidenced in cases where his life seems to be dependent on others. At some point, argues that he hates his work at Pierce & Pierce although he cannot quit. In this regard, there is a conflict between the need to have the job that gives his life meaning and the desire towards rebelling against a presumably predetermined path, which perpetrated to his break from reality. 
	Bateman's behavior towards others can be described as paradoxical, with his opinion towards other people tending to change rapidly in an antithetical manner regardless of whether or not the situation is imagined or real. The mild presentations of Bateman's behavior explain how he reacts towards other individuals in verbal aggression. However, his behavior is susceptible to sometimes escalates, whereby he overreacts and engages in murder and extreme physical violence (Chaib & Ghaleb, 2017). Bateman's aggressive behavior is usually directed to the individuals he perceived to be impending or threatening his sense of masculinity, success, as well as characteristics related to being successful in a system of liberal capitalism. 
	Bateman also portrays narcissist behaviors, which are characterized by admiration cravings, self-aggrandizing fantasies, and an unwavering desire for born entitlement. In extreme cases like those exhibited by Bateman, narcissism includes such behaviors as the lack of empathy, enviousness, as well as an unending desire to exploit others as a way of pursuing his desired goals (Jarcho, 2012). Despite the occasional charm and charisma, there is a potential of being insensitive, selfish, controlling, and self-absorbed. Slighting or ridiculing Bateman is sufficient to provoke him, which potentially throws him into the mood of revenge-seeking and destructive rage (Jarcho, 2012). This narcissist rage has the capacity of necessitating disastrous actions towards those the rage is directed. 
	Research evidence has revealed that convicted sex offenders portray a greater likelihood of being convicted of homicidal behaviors compared to the general population members. Moreover, individuals facing sexual offenses and violence convictions have a greater likelihood of being convicted for homicidal actions relative to those without the evidence of violence beyond the sexual conviction confines (La Berge, 2010). The implication is that people exhibiting deviant sexual violence are highly likely to engage in homicidal actions relative to those who commit offenses that are non-violence sexual (including the general population members). In the American Psycho, Bateman shows the two characteristics. In particular, he engages in sexual activities that are associated with gore, violence, and sadism (La Berge, 2010). In one of the film's scenes, Bateman is having sex with a call-girl and a prostitute. He is captured by the camera flexing his muscles while using the mirror to look at himself in the process. In this regard, Bateman's narcissism is exhibited through his sexual behavior (Carr, 2019). It shows that Bateman does not have a real connection with others. As opposed to attracting women, the film's protagonist hires them and ensures that a personal detachment is maintained in sexual activities. 
Theoretical Explanation of the Offender
	Although psychological theories are obvious in explaining Bateman's behavior in the American Psycho¸, other criminological theories may be utilized in explaining the protagonist's behavior. These theories are either classical or sociological criminological theories. The classical criminological theory asserts that individuals engage in criminal activities because they hold the belief that the benefits associated with breaking the law like status, revenge, property, and money are capable of outweighing the potential consequences or costs of facing criminal convictions (Carr, 2019). From a classical perspective, everyone has the potential of engaging in crime based on specific situations, although rational decisions to desist or act based on the analysis of benefits and costs associated with the actions. Bateman's actions subscribed to the classical theories of crime because he saw higher benefits than costs in killing or assaulting those be perceived to have low value in society or higher-class individuals who could compromise his success (Jarcho, 2012).
	The sociological theories of criminal behavior do not focus on the psychological or biological of an individual, especially the distinctions between non-offenders and offenders. Instead, they focus on the criminal behavior of an individual through viewing the broader social context. Sociological criminological theorists greatly emphasize on the significance of environmental factors like cultural deviance, social disorganization, poverty, as well as the collapse of informal controls in society (Carr, 2019). The basic proposition of social criminological theories is that addressing the issue of crime in society requires an effective system aimed at dealing with social problems. Sociological theories that explain criminal behavior include strain theory and cultural conflict theory. To some extent, the "American Psycho" exhibits the theories. According to the strain theory, Bateman's homicidal behavior is orchestrated by frustration that other people compromise his success (Carr, 2019). The cultural conflict theory explains Bateman's behavior in terms of his cultural beliefs that those having a low value in society can be terminated without consequences.
Interview with the Offender
	Interviewing Bateman may prove to be hard considering his homicidal behavior. Care should be taken in the interview process towards ensuring that he is not provoked; otherwise, the interviewer may turn to another homicide victim. One of the strategies I would utilize in interviewing Bateman is cognitive interviewing. This approach would focus on identifying whether the interviewee tells a consistent story. In this regard, my objective would be to ensure that I gain the most reliable information about Bateman, particularly owing to the fact that he faced psychological issues. My interview questions would also be assumptive that would be effective in eliciting a verbal confession. In this regard, my questions would involve the selection of bad or good rationales for behavior. For instance, I would ask him whether he intended to shoot the woman who interrupted her at the ATM, or he just sought to scare her using the gun. 
Some of the questions I would ask Bateman is that I had the opportunity include:
a) Have you ever had the intention of committing the crimes to were involved?
b) What provokes you the most when interacting with others?
c) Why do you regret committing the offenses, yet you do not seem bothered about the consequences at first?
d) Do you think psychological therapy would help you?
e) What do you think needs to be done to help you get out of your offenses?
Conclusion 
	From the film, it is clear that Bateman's homicidal behavior majorly involves killings and rape. In numerous instances, he uses insults against other people and thrives in threatening them that he would kill them. His actions indicate that he is a serial killer in the film. Undoubtedly, he is the "American Psycho". To a greater extent, Bateman is suffering from psychological issues, which include borderline and schizotypal disorders. Bateman's life in the American Psycho does not indicate any hope for safety, recovery, or adequate information regarding the protagonist's condition. Indeed, he does not seem to have any interest in recovering, although it is occasionally evidenced that he either intends to make his fantasies a reality or perpetuate them. In general, this paper examines the life of the American Psycho's starring Patrick Bateman, including the psychological conditions and criminological theories that explain his behavior. 
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